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THE

POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY

OF

AUGUSTE COMTE.

i

BOOK VI.
SOCIAL PHYSICS.

*

CHAPTER 1.

NECESSITY AND OPPORTUNENESS OF THIS NEW SCIENCE.

In the five foregoing parts of this work, our investigation
ed on an ascertained and undisputed scientific basis;
and our business was to exhibit the progress made in each
science ; to free it from entanglement with the ancient philo-
sophy ; and to show what further improvements might be an-
ticipated. Our task is a different, and a much harder one, in
the case of the sixth and last science that I am about to treat of.
The theories of Social science are still, even in the minds of
the best thinkers, completely implicated with the theologico-
metaphysical phllosophy ; and are even supposed to be, by a
fatal separation from all other science, condemned to remain
8o involved for ever. The philosophical procedure which I
have undertaken to carry through becomes more difficult and
bold, from this point onwards, without at all changing its
nature or object; and it must so far present a new character
a8 it must henceforth be employed in creating a wholly new
order of scientific conceptions, instead of judging, arranging,
and improving such as already existed.
VOL. II. B



2 POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY.

It is not to be expected that this new science can be at once
raised to a level with even the most imperfect of those which
we have been reviewing. All that can be rationally proposed
in our day is to recogmze the character of positivity 1n social
as in all other science, and to ascertain the chief bases on
which it is founded ; but this is enough, as I hope to show, to
satisfy our most urgent intellectual necessities, and even the
most imperative needs of immediate social practice. In its
scientific connection with the rest of this work, all that I can
hope to do is to exhibit the general considerations of the case,

s0 a8 to resolve the intellectual anarchy which
gf:f:ﬁ'.‘l ec;’f is the main source of our moral anarchy first,
y and then of the political, which I shall treat
of only through its originating causes. The extreme novelty
of such a doctrine and method renders it necessary, before
entering upon the immediate subject, to set forth the im-
portance of such a procedure, a.nd the futility of the chief
attempts which have indirectly made to investigate social
science. However unquestionable may be the need of such
science, and the obligation to discover it, the best minds have
not yet attained a point of view from which they can estimate
its depth and breadth and true position. In its nascent state
every science is implicated with its corresponding art; and
remains implicated with it, as we have seen, the longer in pro-
Eortlon to the oomplenty of the phenomena concerned. If
1ological science, which 18 more advanced than social, is still
too closely connected with the medical art, as we have seen
that it is, we cannot be surprised that men are insensible to
the value of all social speculations which are not immediately
connected with practical affairs. We cannot be surprised at
any obstinacy in repelling them, as long as it is supposed that
by rejecting them, society is preserved from chimerical and
mischievous schemes : though experience has abundantly
shown that the precaution has never availed, and that it does
not now prevent our being daily invaded by the most illusory
proposals on social matters It is in deference to as much as
18 reasonable in this apprehension that I propose to state, first,
how the institution of a science of Social Physics bears upon
the principal needs and grievances of society, in its present
deplorable state of anarchy. Such a representation may per-
haps convince men worthy of the name of statesmen that
there is a real and eminent utility in labours of this kind,



EXISTING STATE OF SOCIETY. 3

worthy of the anxious attention of men who profess to devote
themselves to the task of resolving the alarming revolutionary
constitution of modern societies.

From the point of view to which we have been raised by
our study of the preceding sciences, we are able to survey the
social situation of our own time in its fullest extent and
broadest light ; and what we see is that there is a deep and
widely-spread anarchy of the whole intellectual system, which
has been in this state of disturbance during the long inter-
regnum, resulting from the decline of the theologico-metaphy-
sical philosophy. At the present time, the old philosophy is
in a state of imbecility ; while the development of the positive
philosophy, though always proceeding, has not yet been bold,

, and general enough to comprehend the mental govern-
ment of the human race. We must go back through that inter-
regnum to understand truly the present floating and contra-
dictory state of all great social ideas, and to perceive how
society is to be delivered from the peril of dissolution, and
brought under a new organization, more consistent and more
progressive than that which once rested on the theological
philosophy. When we have duly observed the powerlessness
of conflicting political schools, we shall see the necessity of
introducing an entirely new epirit into the organization of
society, by which these useless and passionate struggles may be
put an end to, and society led out of the revolutionary state
in which it has been tossed about for three centuries past.

The ancients used to suppose Order and Pro- (onditions of
gress to be irreconcilable : but both are indispen- Order and
sable conditions in a state of modern civilization ; Frogress.
and their combination is at once the grand difficulty and the
main resource of every genuine political system. No real order
can be established, and still less can it last, if it is not fully
compatible with progress: and no great progress can be ac-
complished if it does not tend to the consolidation of order.
Any conception which is so devoted to one of these needs as
to prejudice the other, is sure of rejection, sooner or later, as
mistaking the nature of the political problem. Therefore, in
positive social science, the chief feature must be the union of
these two conditions, which will be two aspects, constant and
inseparable, of the same principle. Throughout the whole
range of science, thus far, we have seen that the conditions

B2



4 POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY.

of combination and of progress are originally identical : and I
trust we shall see, after looking into social science in the same
way, that ideas of Order and Progress are, in Social Physics,
as rigorously inseparable as the ideas of Organization and
Life in Biology; from whence indeed they are, in a scientific
view, evidently derived.

The misfortune of our actual state is that the two ideas are
set up in radical opposition to each other,—the
spirit having directed all efforts in favour of Order, and
anarchxcal doctrine having arrogated to itself the charge of
Social Progress; and, in this sta.te of things, the reproaches
exchanged between the respective parties are only too well
merited by hoth. In this vicious circle is society now con-
fined ; and the only issue from it is by the undisputed prepon-
derance of a doctrine equally progressive and hierarchical.
The observations which I have to make on this subject are
applicable to all European societies, which have, in fact, all
undergone a common disorganization, though in different de-
o'rees, and with various modifications, and which cannot be

separately reorganized, however they may be for a time re-
strained ; but I shall keep the French natlon chiefly in view,
not only because the revolutionary state has been most con-
spicuous in them, but because they are, in all important re-
spects, better prepared, in spite of appearances, than any other,
for a true reorganization.

Among the infinite variety of political ideas which appear
to be striving in society, there are in fact only two orders, the
mingling of which in various proportions occasions the appa-
rent multiplicity : and of these two, the one is really only the
negation of the other. If we wish to understand our own
condition, we must look at it as the result and last term of
the general conflict undertaken, for three centuries past, for
the gradual demolition of the old political system. So regard-
ing it, we see that whereas, for above half a century the irre-
mediable decay of the old system has proved the necessity of
founding a new one, we have not been sufficiently aware of
the need to have formed an original and direct conception,
adequate to the purpose; so that our theoretical ideas have
remained inferior to our practical necessities, which, in a
healthy state of the social organism, they habitually antici-
pate, to prepare for their regular and peaceable satisfaction.
Though the political movement could not but have changed



ANTAGONISM OF PRINCIPLES. 5

its nature, from that time forward, becoming organic instead
of critical, yet, for want of a basis in science, it has proceeded
on the same old ideas that had actuated the past struggle ;
and we have witnessed the spectacle of defenders and assailants
alike endeavouring to convert their old weapons of war into
instruments of reorganization, without suspecting the inevit-
able failure which must ensue to both parties. Such is the
state that we find ourselves in now. All ideas of order in the
political world are derived from the old doctrine of the theo-
logical and military system, regarded especially in its catholic
and feudal constitution : a doctrine which from our point of
view in this work, represents the theological state of social
science : and, In the same way, all ideas of progress are still
derived from the purely negative philosophy which, issuing
from protestantism, assumed its final form and development
in the last century, and which, applied to social affairs, con-
stitutes the metaphysical state of politics. The different
classes of society range themselves on the one side or the
other, according to their inclination for conservatism or amelio-
ration. With every new uprising of a social difficulty, we see
the retrograde school proposing, as the only certain and uni-
versal remedy, the restoration of the corresponding part of
the old political system ; and the critical school referring the
evil exclusively to the destruction of the old system not bei
complete. 'We do not often see the two doctrines presente
without modification. They so exist only in purely speculative
minds. But when we see them in monstrous alliance, as we
do in all degrees of existing political opinion, we cannot but
know that such an alliance cannot yield any virtue which its
elements do not contain, and that it can only exhibit their
mutual neutralization. We must here, it is clear, regard the
theological and the metaphysical polities sepa.rately in the
first plaee that we may afterwards understand their present
antagonism, and form an estimate of the futile combinations
into which men have endeavoured to force them.

Pernicious as the theological polity may be in
our day, no true philosopher will ever forget that Ifhc:l‘h‘ﬁ‘;'
it afforded the beneficent guardianship under &< P
which the formation and earliest development of modern so-
cieties took place. But it is equally incontestable that, for
three centuries past, its influence among the most advanced
nations has been essentially retrograde, notwithstanding some
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partial services. We need not go into any discussion of its
doctrine, in order to ascertain its powerlessness for future ser-
vice : for it is plain that a polity that could not hold its ground
before the natural progress of intelligence and of society can
never again serve as a basis of social order. The historical
analysis which I shall have to offer of the causes that have
dissolved the Catholic and feudal system will show, better than
any argument, how radical and irretrievable is the decay.
The theological school explains the fact, as far as it can, by
fortuitous and, we might almost say, personal causes: and,
when they will no longer suffice, resorts to its common suppo-
sition, of a mysterious caprice of Providence which has allotted
to social order a season of probation, of which no account
can be given, either as to its date or its duration, or even its
character. A contemplation of historical facts however shows
that all the great successive modifications of the theological
and military system have, from the beginning and increasingly,
tended to the complete elimination of a régime which, by the
fundamental law of social evolution, could never be more than
provisional, however indispensable. And if any efforts to
restore the system could achieve a temporary success, they
would not bring back society to a normal state, but would
merely restore the very situation which compelled the revolu-
tionary crisis, by obliging it to set about the work of destruc-
tion again, with more violence, because the régime has alto-
gether ceased to be compatible with progress in the most
essential respects. While avoiding all controversy on so plain
a case, I must briefly present a new view which appears to
me to point out the simplest and surest criterion of the value
of any social doctrine, and which emphatically condemns the

theological polity.
o ¥ ed from the logical point of view, the
mg;‘c:fim problem of our social reorganization seems to
" me reducible to this one condition: to construct
rationally a political doctrine which, in the whole of its active
development, shall be always fully consequent on its own prin-
ciples. No existing doctrines approach to a fulfilment of this
condition: all contain, as indispensable elements, numerous
and direct contradictions on the greater number of important
points. It may be laid down as a principle that the doctrine
which furnishes accordant solutions on the various leading
questions of polity, without failing in this one respect in the
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course of application, must, by this indirect test alone, be re-
ized as sufficiently adapted to reorganize society; since
this intellectual reorganization must mainly consist in re-esta-
blishing harmony in the troubled system of our social ideas.
When such a regeneration shall have been accomplished in an
individual mind (and in that way it must begin), its generali-
gation, sooner or later, is secure; for the number of minds
cannot increase the difficulty of the intellectual convergence,
but only defer the success. We shall hereafter find how great
is the superiority of the positive philosophy in this view; be-
cause, once extended to social phenomena, it must connect the
different orders of human ideas more;completely than could
be done in any other way. o
The accomplishment of this great logical con- puiiure of the
dition might be expected from the theological theological
polity above all others, because its doctrine is Polity-
himited to co-ordinating a system so clearly defined by its long
application, and so fully developed in all its essential parts,
that it may well be supposed secure from all serious incon-
mistency. The retrograde school accordingly extols habitually,
as its characteristic attribute, the perfect coherence of its ideas,
in contrast with the contradictions of the revolutionary school.
Yet, though the theological polity is less inconsistent than the
metaphysical, it shows a daily increasing tendency to conces-
sions of the most radical importance, directly contrary to all
its essential principles. This is evidence enough of the futility
of a doctrine which does not even possess the one quality most
spontaneously correspondent to its nature. The old political
m is seen to be destroyed as soon as its most devoted ad-
herents have lost the true general sentiment of it: and this
may now be observed, not only in active practice, but among
purely speculative minds of a high order, which are uncon-
sciously modified by the irresistible influences of their age. If
examples are desired, we need only bring the retrograde doc-
trine into comparison with the elements of modern civiliza~
tion. There can be no doubt that the development of the
sciences, of industry, and even of the fine arts, was historically
the principal, though latent cause, in the first instance, of the
irretrievable decline of the theological and military system.
At present, it is the ascendency of the scientific spirit which
preserves us from any real restoration of the theological spirit ;
as, again, the industrial spirit, in its perpetual extension, con-
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stitutes our best safeguard against any serious recurrence of
the military or feudal spirit. Whatever may be the names
given to our political struggles, this is the real character of
our social antagonism. Now, amidst this state of things, do
we hear of such a thing as any government, or even any school,
seriously proposing a systematic repression of science, industry
and art? Do not all powers (with an eccentric exception here
and there) claim the honour of encouraging their progress?
Here we have the first inconsistency of the retrograde polity,
annulling its own project of a restoration of the past: and
though the inconsistency is less apparent than some others, it
must be regarded as the most decisive of all, because it is more
universal and more instinctive than any other. Napoleon
Bonaparte himself, the hero of retrogression in our time, set
himself up, in all sincerity, as the protector of industry, art,
and science. Purely speculative minds, though more easily
separating themselves from any prevalent tendency, have es-
caped no better from the influence of their times. How many
have been the attempts, for instance, for two centuries past,
on the part of some of the most eminent minds, to subordi-
nate reason to faith, according to the theological formula;
reason itself being made the supreme judge of such a submis-
sion, and thus evidencing the contradictory character of the
propogition !| The most eminent thinker of the Catholic
school, the illustrious De Maistre, bore involuntary testimony
to the necessity of his time when he endeavoured, in his prin-
cipal work, to re-establish the papal supremacy on historical
and political reasonings, instead of ordaining it by divine right,
which is the only ground appropriate to such a doctrine, and
the only ground he would have proposed in any age but one
in which the general state of intelligence precluded such a plea.
Instances like these may spare us further illustration.

As for more direct inconsistencies, more striking, though.
less profound, and comprehended within the present times,
we see in every sect of the retrograde school a direct opposi-
tion to some fundamental part of their common doctrine.
Perhaps the only point on which there is now any unanimity
in that school is in the consent to break up the very basis of
the catholic and feudal system, by surrendering the division
between the spiritual and temporal power; or, what comes to
the same thing, acquiescing in the subordination of the spiri-
tual to the temporal authority. In this respect, the kings are
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showing themselves as revolutionary as their peoples; and the
priests have ratified their own degradation, in catholic coun-
tries no less than protestant. If their desire is to restore the
old system, thei first step must be to unite the innumerable
sects which have sprung out of the decline of Christianity :
but every attempt of the sort has failed through the blind and
obetinate determination of the governments to retain the su-
preme direction of the theological power, the centralization of
which they thus render impossible. Napoleon only showed
an exaggerated copy, in his violent inconsistencies, of what
many princes had done before him : and after his fall, when
the sovereigns of Europe united to set up a power in opposi-
tion to revolutionary tendencies, they usurped the attributes
of the old spiritual authority, and exhibited the spectacle of
a high council composed of heretic chiefs, and governed by a
schismatic prince. After this, 1t was manifestly impossible to
introduce the papal power intp the alliance, in any way what-
ever. Such instances of the postponement of religious prin-
ciples to temporal convenience are not new; but they show
how the main idea of the old political system has ceased to
preponderate in the minds of the very persons who undertook
to restore it. The divisions in the retrograde school have been
of late apparent under all circumstances, whether of success
or defeat. Any temporary success ought to rally all dissen-
tients, in a school which boasts of the unity of its doctrine :
yet, thmugh a long course of years we have witnessed suc-
cessive, and more and more serious schisms among the subdi-
visions of the triumphant party. The advocates of catholicism
and those of feudality have quarrelled : and the latter have split
into partisans of aristocracy and defenders of royalty. Under
the completest restored supremacy, the schisms would only
break out again, with more violence, through the incompati-
bility of the existing social state with the old political system.
The vague assent to its general principles which is ylelded in
a speculative sense, must give way in their application; and
every practical development must engender further divisions :
and this is the scientific description of any theory which is
incompatible with the facts.
When the retrograde party is reduced to the rank of an
opposition, it has recourse to the principles of the revolu-
doctrine. This has been the case repeatedly during

he last three centuries, when that party has been put upon the
B3
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defensive. Thus we see the Catholics in England, and yet
more in Ireland, asserting the claim of hberty of conscience,
while still cla.mounng for the repression of Protestantism in
France, Austria, and elsewhere. Again, when the sovereigns
of Europe invoked the aid of the peoples to put down Napo-
leon, they surrendered their retrograde doctrne, and testified
to the power of the critical, as that which was really influenc-
ing civilized society, even though they were proposing, all the
whlle, to effect the restoration of the ancient polity. We
have seen something even more wonderful since that struggle.
We have seen the retrograde party taking possession of the
whole body of critical doctrine, endeavouring to systematize
it for its own uses, and sanctioning all its anarchical conse-
quences ; trying to set up the catholic and feudal régime by
the very means which have destroyed it; and believing that a
mere change in the person of the sovereign would intercept
the consequences of a political movement which they had
done nothing to mod.lfy* This is simply a new way of si
ing a political abdication, however the ability of those who do
it may be extolled.—We need not look further for illustra-
tions of the pregnant fact that a polity which is the type of
unity and permanence has been full of schisms, and now con-
tains elements directly incompatible with its fundamental prin-
ciples ; and that, as when we find De Maistre rep
Boesuet with mlstakmg the nature of catholicism, and then
himself falling into inconsistencies, the party of Order is pro-
posing to re-establish that which is not comprehended by its
most illustrious defenders.
Turning now to the Metaphysical polity, we

The Motaphy- must first observe and carefully remember that its

P doctrine, though exclusively cntlcal and there-
fore revolutionary, has still always had the virtue of
progressive, having, in fact, superintended the chief political
progress accomplished during the last three centuries, which
must be, in the first instance, essentially negative. What this
doctrine had to do was to break up a system which, having
directed the early growth of the human mind and society,
tended to protract that infantile period: and thus, the pohtl-
cal triumph of the metaphysical school was a n pre
paration for the advent of the positive school, for which the

* This was written during the reign of Louis Philippe, and the administra-
tion of M. Guizot.
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task is exclusively reserved of terminating the revolutionary
period by the formation of a system uniting Order with Pro-
gress. Though the metaphysical system, considered by itself,
presents a character of direct anarchy, an historical view of it,
such as we shall take hereafter, shows that, considered in its
origin, and in its antagonism to the old system, it constitutes
a necessary provisional state, and must be dangerously active
till the new political organization which is to succeed it is
ready to put an end to its agitations. '

The passage from one social system to another can never
be continuous and direct. There is always a transitional state
of anarchy which lasts for some generations at least; and
lasts the longer the more complete is the renovation to be
wrought. The best political progress that can be made during
such a period is in gradually demolishing the former system,
the foundations of which had been sapped before. While this
inevitable process is going on, the elements of the new system
are taking form as political institutions, and the reorganiza-
tion is stimulated by the experience of the evils of anarchy.
There is another reason why the constitution of the new
system cannot take place before the destruction of the old ;
that without that destruction no adequate conception could
be formed of what must be done. Short as is our life, and
feeble as is our reason, we cannot emancipate ourselves from
the influence of our environment. Even the wildest dreamers
reflect in their dreams the contemporary social state: and
much more impossible is it to form a conception of a true
political system, radically different from that amidst which we
live. The highest order of minds cannot discern the charac-
tenistics of the coming period till they are close upon it ;. and
before that, the incrustations of the old system will have been
pretty much broken away, and the popular mind will have
been used to the spectacle of its demolition. The strongest
head of all antiquity is an example of this. Aristotle could
not conceive of a state of society that was not founded on
slavery, the irrevocable abolition of which took place some
centuries after him.—These considerations are illustrative of
our own times, for which all former transition periods were
merely a preparation. Never before was the destined renova-
tion so extensive and so thorough ; and never before, there-
fore, was the critical preparatory period so protracted and so
perilous. For the first time in the history of the world, the
revolutionary action is attached to a complete doctrine of me-
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thodical negation of all regular government. Such being the
origin of the existing critical doctrine, we can explain the ser-
vices which that doctrine has hitherto rendered, and the ob-
stacles which it now opposes to the reorganization of modern
society. We shall see hereafter how each of its principal
dogmas has sprung out of some corresponding decay in the
old social order; a decay which then proceeded all the faster
for the opposition having become a dogma. The misfortune
of the case lies in the doctrine which was thus necessarily
relative to the old system coming by degrees to be supposed
absolute: but we may leave it to those who desire it to
blame the political conduct of our fathers, without whose
energetic perseverance we should not have found ourselves at
our present stage of progress, or have been able to conceive
of the better polity that is approaching. The absolute or me-
taphysical spirit was necessary to direct the formation of the
critical and anti-theological doctrine, which needed all possible
energy to overthrow the great ancient system ; and this energy
could no otherwise be imparted to the dogmas of the critical
philosophy. The necesmty and the fact of the case are ob-
vious enough : but not the less must we deplore the conse-
quence,—that the energy imparted to the anarchical princi-
ple has gone on to impede the institution of the very pohtlcal
order for which it came to prepare the way. When, in the
natural course of events, any doctrine has me hostile to
the purposes it was destined to serve, it 18 evidently done
with ; and its end, or the close of its actmty, 18 near. We
have seen that the retrograde or theological polity has become
as disturbing as the metaphysical or revolutionary : if we find
also that the latter, whose office was to aid progress, has be-
come obstructive, it is clear that both doctrines are worn out;
and must soon be replaced by a new philosophy.—This condi-
tion of the metaphysmal polity is a matter so serious that we
must dwell upon it a little, to see how so provisional an influ-
ence can have produced the appearance of a new and stable
system.

The spirit of revolutionary polity is to erect into a perma-
nency the temporary action which it prompts. For instance,
being in antagonism with ancient order, its tendency is to re-

present all government as being the enemy of
t:fl‘;'t’;';‘: %> society, and the duty of society to be to keep up
‘ a perpetual suspicion and v1g11ance, restricting
the activity of government more and more, in order to guard
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against its encroachments, so as to reduce it at length to mere
functions of police, in no way participating in the supreme
direction of collective action and social development. This
was the inevitable action by which the social evolution was
brought about : and it is our misfortune that it now remains
as an obstacle to the reorganization that we need. As the
process could not but occupy several centuries, the power that
wronght it must needs be invested with something definitive
and absolute in the popular view, which cannot look far be-
yond the present: and it was well that it was so; for the old
system could not have been deprived of its directing powers,
if they had not been stripped off from the governments, and
assumed by the polity which had arisen to supersede them.

ing the doctrine in a more special view, Dogma of
1t is clear that its most important principle is the liberty of
right of free inquiry, or the dogma of unbounded conscience.
liberty of conscience; involving the immediate consequences
of the liberty of the press, or of any other mode of expression,
and of communication of opinions. This is the rallying-point
of the revolutionary doctrine, to which all orders of minds
have come up,—the proud and the humble, the wise and the
weak,—those whose other opinions were compatible with this
dogma, and those who unconsciously held views of an opposite
order. The impulse of this emancipation was irresistible ;
and the revolutionary contagion was, in this one respect, uni-
versal. It is a chief characteristic of the mind of society in
this century. The most zealous partisans of the theological
polity are as apt as their adversaries to judge by their per-
sonal knowledge; and those who, in their writings, set up as
defenders of spiritual government, recognize, like the revolu-
tionists whom they attack, no other supreme authority than
that of their own reason. Now if we look at what is the real
meaning of this dogma of the universal and absolute right of
inquiry, we shall find that it is the mere abstract expression
(such as is common in metaphysics) of the temporary state of
unbounded liberty in which the human mind was left by the
decay of the theological philosophy, and which must last till
the social advent of the positive philosophy. Such an em-
bodiment of the fact of the absence of intellectual regulation
powerfully concurred in expediting the dissolution of the old
system. The formula could not but appear absolute at the
time, because no one could foresee the scope of the transi-
tional state which it marked; a state which is even now mis-
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taken by many enlightened minds for a definitive one. Nega-
tive as we now see this dogma to be, signifying release from old
authority while waiting for the necessity of positive science, (a
necessity which already puts liberty of conscience out of the
question in astronomy and physics, etc.,) the absolute character
supposed to reside in it gave it energy to fulfil its revolution-
ary destination ; enabled philosophers to explore the principles
of a new organization; and, by admitting the right of all to a
similar research, encouraged the discussion which must pre-
cede and effect the triumph of those principles. Whenever
those principles shall have become established, the right of
free inquiry will abide within its natural and permanent limits :
that is, men will discuss, under appropriate intellectual con-
ditions, the real connection of various consequences with fun-
damental rules uniformly respected. Till then, the opinions
which will hereafter bring understandings into submission to
an exact continuous discipline by embodying the principles
of the new social order can appear only as simple individual
thoughts, produced in virtue of the right of free inquiry ; since
their final supremacy can result in no other way than from
the voluntary assent of numbers, after the freest discussion.
I shall enter further into this subject hereafter: and what I
have said will, I hope, prevent any one being shocked by my
general appreciation of the revolutionary dogma of free in-
quiry, as it is plain that without it this book would never have
been written.

Indispensable and salutary as it has been, this dogma can
never be an organic principle: and, moreover, it constitutes
an obstacle to reorganization, now that its activity is no longer
absorbed by the demolition of the old political order. In any
case, private or public, the state of inquiry can evidently be
only provisional, indicating the condition of mind which pre-
cedes and prepares for a final decision, towards which our rea-
son is always tending, even when it is renouncing old princi-
ples, in order to form new ones. It is taking the exception
for the rule when we set up, as a natural and permanent state,
the precarious situation which belongs to the period of transi-
tion; and we ignore the deepest necessities of human reason
when we would protract that scepticism which is produced by
the passage from one mode of belief to another, and which is,
in our need of fixed points of conviction, a kind of morbid
perturbation which cannot be prolonged beyond the corre-
sponding crisis without serious danger. To be always exa-



DOGMA OF LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 15

mining and never deciding would be regarded as something
like madness in private conduct: and no dogmatic consecra-
tion of such conduct in all individuals could constitute any
perfection of social order, with regard to ideas which it is
much more easential, and much more difficult to establish -
beyond the reach of dlspute There are very few persons who
consider themselves fit to sit in judgment on the astronomical,
physical, and chemical ideas which are destined to enter into
social circulation; and everybody is willing that those ideas
should direct correspondmg operations; and here we see the
of intellectual govemment Can it be supposed
that the most important and the most delicate conceptions,
and those which by their complexity are accessible to only a
small number of highly-prepared understandings, areto be aban-
doned to the arbitrary and variable decisions of the least com-
petent minds? If such an anomaly could be imagined per-
manent, a dissolution of the social state must ensue, through
the ever-growing divergence of individual understandings, de-
livered over to their disorderly natural impulses in the most
vague and easily perverted of all orders of ideas. The specu-
latave inertia common to most minds, and perhaps, to a cer-
tain extent, the wise reserve of pop ular good sense, tend, no
doubt, to restrict such political aberrations: but these are in-
fluences too feeble to root out the pretension of every man to
set himself up as a sovereign arbiter of social theories ;—a pre-
tension which every intelligent man blames in others, with
a reservation, more or less explicit, of his own personal com-
. Now the intellectual reorganization cannot proceed
amidst such a state of things, because the convergence of
minds requires the renunciation by the greater number of
their right of individual inquiry on subjects above their qua-
lifications, and requiring, more than any others, a real and
ent agreement. Then again,the unbridled ambition
of ill-prepared intellects rushes in among the most complex
and obecure questions: and these disturbances, though they
must finally neutralize each other, make terrible devastation
in the interval ; and each one that is destroyed makes way for
another ; so that the issue of these controversies 1s a perpetual
aggravation of the intellectual anarchy.
No association whatever, even of the smallest number of
individuals, and for the most temporary objects, can subsist
without a certain degree of reciprocal confidence, intellectual
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and moral, among its members, each one of whom has inces-
santly to act upon views which he must admit on the faith of
some one else. If it i1s so in this limited case, there is some-
thing monstrous in proposing the opposite procedure in the
case of the whole human race, each one of whom is at an
extreme distance from the collective point of view, and is the
last person of the whole number fit to judge of the rules by
which his personal action should be directed. Be the intel-
lectual development of each and all what it may, social order
must ever be incompatible with a perpetual discussion of the
foundations of society. Systematic toleration can exist only
with regard to opinions which are considered indifferent or
doubtful, as we see in that aspect of the revolutionary spint
which takes its stand on Protestantism, where the innumer-
able Christian sects are too weak to pretend to spiritual do-
minion, but where there is as fierce an intolerance about any
common point of doctrine or discipline as in the Romish
Church itself. And when the critical doctrine was, at the
beginning of the French Revolution, supposed to be organic,
we know how the directors of the movement strove to obtain
a general assent, voluntary or forced, to the dogmas of the
revolutionary philosophy, which they regarded as the bases of
social order, and therefore above controversy. We shall see
hereafter what are the due limits of the right of free inquiry,
in a general way, and in regard to our own social period. It
is enough to observe here that political good sense has
adopted, to express the first requisite of all organization, that
fine axiom of the Catholic Church ; in necessary things, unity:
tn doubtful things, liberty : in all things, charity :—a maxim
which admirably proposes the problem, without, however,
suggesting the principles by which it must be solved, and that
unity attained which would be a mere illusion if it did not re-
sult, in the first instance, from free discussion.
The dogma which ranks next in importance
Dogma of o that of free inquiry is that of Equality; and
quality. . A
in the same way, it is taken to be absolute when
it is only relative, and permanent, while it expresses merely
the position of minds employed in breaking up the old system.
It is an immediate consequence of liberty of conscience, which
brings after it the most fundamental equality of all,—that of
intelligence. The supposition of its being absolute was not
less necessary in this case than the former: for, if all social
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classification had not been systematically disallowed, the old

tions would have preserved their sway, from the im-
poesibility of their conceiving of any other classification. To
this day we have no sufficiently distinct notion ourselves of
such an arrangement as would be truly appropriate to a new
state of civilization. When the dogma of equality had
achieved the overthrow of the old polities, it could not but
become an obstacle to any reorganization, because its activity
must then be directed against the bases of any new classifica-
tion whatever ; for, of course, any classification must be in-
compatible with the equality that was claimed for all. Since
the abolition of slavery, there has been no denial, from any
quarter, of the right of every man (innocent of strong anti-
social conduct) to expect from all others the fulfilment of the
conditions necessary to the natural development of his per-
sonal activity, suitably directed: but beyond that undisputed
right, men cannot be made, because they are not, equal, nor
even equivalent ; and they cannot therefore possess, in a state
of association, any identical rights beyond the great original
one. The simple physical inequalities which fix the atten-
tion of superficial observers are much less marked than in-
tellectual and moral differences; and the progress of civi-
lization tends to increase these more important differences,
as much as to lessen the inferior kind: and, applied to any
assemblage of persons thus developed, the dogma of equality
becomes anarchical, and directly hostile to its original desti-
nation.

The second result of the dogma of liberty of pogma of the
conscience 18 the Sovereignty of the people: and, Sovereignty of
like the former, it wrought at first the double the People.
service of destroymg the old régime and preparing for a new
one. Till the final system could be constituted, the only
safeguard against the renewed supremacy of the old one was
in the setting up of provisional institutions, which the peoples
claimed the absolute right to change at will. It was only by
means of the doctrine of popular sovereignty that that succes-
sion of political endeavours could take place which must pre-
cede the installation of a true system of government, whenever
the intellectual renovation of society shall be sufficiently ad-
vanced to settle the conditions and natural extent of the
different sovereignties. Meanwhile, in discharging its func-
tion, this dogma proves its revolutionary character before our
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stitute for a decrepit system a more ancient and decrepit sy-
stem still, but, for that very reason, nearer to the primitive

. Instead of a worn-out catholicism, they proposed a
sort of metaphysical polytheism, at the same time that, in
polity, they desired to replace the Middle Age system by the
radically inferior régime of the Greeks and Romans. The
very elements of modern civilization, the only possible germs
of a new social state, were endangered by barbaric condem-
nation of the industrial agd artistic advancement of modern
society, in the name of primitive virtue and simplicity. Even
the scientific spirit, which is the only principle of intellectual
organization, was stigmatized as tending to institute an aris-
tocracy of knowledge which was as incompatible as any other
aristocracy with the original equality that was to be set up

in. Lavoisier was the martyr of this state of opinion;
and it 18 his case that will illustrate the period to our remotest
posterity. It is useless for the metaphysical school to repre-
sent such results as portentous or eccentric incidents. Their
legitimate descent from the revolutionary polity is evident and
certain ; and we should witness a repetition of them if i1t were
possible (which it is not) for this polity to become prevalent
again. The tendency to social retrogradation, under the idea
of returning to the primitive state, so thoroughly belongs to
the metaphysical polity, that the new sects who, in their brief
day, have most haughtily censured the revolutionary imitation
of Greek and Roman types, have unconsciously reproduced
the same error in a far more marked way by striving to re-
establish the confusion between the temporal and spiritual
power, and extolling, as the highest social perfection, a return
to the Egyptian or Hebrew theocracy, founded on fetichism,

under the name of pantheism.

As the metaphysical doctrine was the issue of
the theological, and destined to modify it, it was
a matter of course that it should vindicate the
general foundations of the old system, even after having de-
stroyed its chief conditions of existence. Every reformer, for
three centuries past, while urging the development of the cri-
tical spirit further than his predecessors, assumed to set im-
mutable bounds to 1t; denvmg his limitations from the old
system. All the absolute rights proclaimed as the basis of the
new doctrine were guaranteed by a sort of religious consecra-
tion, in the last resort; and this was indispensable, if their

Adhesion to
the worn-out.
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efficacy was not to be impaired by continual discussion. It
was always with an invocation of the principles of the old
polity on their hips that the reformers proceeded to demolish
the spiritual and temporal institutions in which they were em-
bodied ; and the whole régime fell through the conflict of its
chief elements. Hence there arose, in the intellectual region,
a Christianity more and more attenuated or simplified, and re-
duced at last to that vague and impotent theism which, by a
monstrous conjunction of terms, metaphysicians have entitled
Natural Religion, as if all religion were not necessarily super-
natural. The pretension to direct a social reorganization by
this strange conception 1s merely a recurrence to the old prin-
ciple that social order must rest on a theological basis. This
is now the most fatal inconsistency of the revolutionary school ;
and while armed with such a concession, the advocates of ca-
tholicisin will always have an incontestable logical superiority
over the irrational defamers of the old faith, who proclaim
the need of a religious organization, and yet disallow all the
necessary conditions. It is clear that society would be con-
demned to a perpetuity of the intellectual anarchy which cha-
racterizes it at present if it were to be for ever made up of
minds which admit the want of a theological régime on the
one hand, while, on the other, they reject its principal condi-
tions of existence; and those who thus acknowledge them-
selves incapable have no right to discredit the only rational
way to reorganization which remains open, and by which every
other order of human conceptions has been happily retrieved
and established. The social application of the positive philo-
sophy remains as the resource, and the only resource, after the
failure of both the preceding systems.
In its temporal apphcatlon the inconsistency of

the metaphy swal doctrine is as conspicuous as E:rc“mn"e to
in the spmtual It strives to preserve, if not the

feadal, at least the military spirit, in which the feudal had its
origin. The French nation did, it is true, in their revolution-
ary enthusiasm, proscribe war from that time forward: but
when the armed coalition of the retrograde forces of Europe
brought out an immense amount of energy for self-defence,
for the sake of the progressive movement, the sentiment,
which was grounded on no principle, soon disappeared, and
France was distinguished by the most conspicuous military
activity, invested with its most oppressive characteristics. The
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military spirit is in fact s0o congenial with the critical doctrine
that any pretext will serve for its indulgence : as for instance,
when it is proposed to regulate by war the action of the more
advanced nations upon the less advanced. The true logical
consequence of this would be a universal uproar; but, happily,
the nature of modern civilization saves us from the danger.
The tendency of the critical régime in this respect is shown
by the perpetual endeavours of the various sections of the
revolutionary school to reinstate the memory of the man who,
of all others, strove for political retrogradation, by wasting
an enormous amount of power in the restoration of the mili-
tary and theological system.

Principle of Before quitting the subject of the inconsisten-
Political Cen-  cies of this school, I must, in justice, point out
tralization.  one more e¢ontradiction which, as being of a pro-
gressive character, is honourable to those most advanced minds
which entertain it, and which alone understand its necessity,
opposed as it is to the dogmas of independence and isolation
which constitute the spirit of the critical school. I refer to
the principle of political centralization. The two parties seem
here to have changed sides. The retrograde doctrine, notwith-
standing its proud pretensions to order and umity, preaches
the distribution of political céntres, in the secret hope of pre-
serving the old system yet a while longer among the most
backward of the populations, by keeping them aloof from the
general centres of civilization ; while the revolutionary policy,
on the other hand, proud of having withstood, in France, the
coalition of the old powers, discards 1ts own maxims to recom-
mend the subordination of the secondary to the principal
centres by which such a noble stand has already been made,
and which must become a most valuable auxiliary of reorgani-
zation. Thus alone can the reorganization be, in the first
place, restricted to a choice population. In bref, the revolu-
tionary school alone has understood that the increasing an-
archy of the time, intellectual and moral, requires, to prevent
a complete dislocation of society, a growing concentration of
political action, properly so called. .

Thus, after three centuries, employed in the necessary de-
molition of the ancient régime, the critical doctrine shows
itself as incapable of other application, and as inconsistent as
we have now seen it to'be. It 1s no more fit to secure Pro-
gress, than the old doctrine to maintain Order. But, feeble
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as they are apart, they actually sustain each other by their
very antagonism. It is umiversally understood that neither
can ever again achieve a permanent triumph: but, so strong
1s the apprehension of even the tempora.ry prepondera.nce of
either, that the general mind, for want of a more rational
point of support, employs each doctrine in turn to restrain the
encroachments of the other. This miserable oscillation of our
social life must proceed till a real doctrine, as truly organic as
rogressive, shall reconcile for us the two aspects of the great
political problem. Then, at last, the two opposite doctrines
will disappear for ever in the new conception that will be seen
to be completely adapted to fulfil the destination of both. Often
has each party, blinded by some temporary success, believed
that it had annihilated the other; and never has the event
failed to mock the ignorant exultation. The critical doctrine
seemed to have humbled for ever the catholic-feudal school ;
but that school arose again. Napoleon thought he had accom-
plished a retrograde reaction; but the very emergy of his
efforts caused a reaction in favour of revolutionary principles.
And thus society continues to vibrate between conflicting in-
fluences ; and those influences continue to exist only by their
mutual neutralization. For that purpose only, mdeed are
they now ever applied. Neither could be spared before the
advent of the state which is to succeed them. Without the
one, we should lose the sentiment of Order, and without the
other, that of Progress: and the keeping alive this sentiment,
on either hand, is the only practical efficacy which now remains
to them. Feeble as the conception must be, in the absence
of any principle which unites the two requisites, it is preserved
by the presence of the two decaying systems ; and they keep
before the minds of both philosophers and the public the true
conditions of social reorganization, which otherwise our feeble
nature might misconceive or lose sight of. Having the two
before us, we see the solution of the great problem to
be, to form a doctrine which shall be more organic than the
theological, and more progressive than the metaphysical.

The old political system can be no pattern for a régime suit-
able to a widely different civilization; but we are not under
the less obligation to study it, in order to learn what are the
essential attributes of all social organization, which must re-
appear in an improved state in the future. The general con-
ception of the theological and military system even seems to

- S
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me to have passed too much out of sight. And, as to the
Critical system, there can be no question of its aﬁ‘ordmg by
its progressive character, and its exposure of the preceding
régime, a most valuable stimulus to society to seek for some-
thmg better than mere modifications of systems that have
failed. The common complaint that it renders all government
impossible, is a mere avowal of impotence on the part of those
who utter it. Whatever are its imperfections, it fulfilled for
a time one of the two requisites: its abolition would in no
way assist the re-establishment of Order; and no declamations
against the revolutionary philosophy will affect the instinctive
attachment of society to principles which have directed its
political progress for three centuries past, and which are
believed to represent the indispensable conditions of its
future development. Each of its dogmas affords an indication
of how the improvement is to be effected. Each expresses the
political aspect of certain high moral obligations which the
retrograde school, with all its pretensions, was compelled to
ignore, because its system had lost all power to fulﬁl them.
In this way, the dogma of Free Inquiry decides that the
spiritual reorganization must result from purely intellectual
action, providing for a final voluntary and unanimous assent,
without the disturbing intervention of any heterogeneous power.
Again, the dogmas of Equality and the Sovereignty of the peo-
ple devolve on the new powers and classes of society the duty of
& public-spirited social conduct, instead of working the many
for the interests of the few. The old system practised these
moralities in its best days; but they are now maintained only
by the revolutionary doctrine, which it would be fatal to part
with till we have some substitute in these particular respects;
for the effect would be that we should be delivered over to the
dark despotism of the old system ;—to the restorers of reli-
gions, for instance, who, if proselyusm failled, would have
recourse to tyranny to compel unity, if once the principle of
free inquiry were lost from among us.

It is useless to declaim against the critical philosophy, and
to deplore, in the name of social order, the dissolving en
of the spirit of analysis and inquiry. It is only by their use
that we can obtain materials for reorganization; materials
which shall have been thoroughly tested by free discussion,
carried on till general conviction is secured. The ph]losophy
which will arise out of this satisfaction of the public reason
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will then assign the rational limits which must obviate the
abuse of the analytical spirit, by establishing that distinction
in social matters, between the field of reasoning and that of
pure observation, which we have found already marked out in
regard to every other kind of science.

Though consigned, by the course of events, to a negative
doctrine for awhile, society has never renounced the laws of
human reason: and when the proper time arrives, society will
use the rights of this reason to organize itself anew, on prin-
ciples which will then have been ascertained and estimated.
The existing state of no-government seems necessary at pre-
sent, in order to that ascertainment of principles; but it does
not at all follow, as some eccentric individuals seem to think,
that the right of inquiry imposes the duty of never deciding.
The prolonged indecision proves merely that the principles
which are to close the deliberation are not yet sufficiently esta~
blished. In the same way, because society claims the nght of
choosing and varying its institutions and governing powers, it
by no means follows that the right is for ever to be used in
choosing and varying, when its indefinite use shall have become
injurious.” When the right conditions shall have been ascer-
tamned, society will submit its choice to the rules which will
secure its efficacy; and in the interval, nothing can be more .
favourable to future order than that the political course should
be kept open, to admit of the free rise of the new social system.
As it happens, the peoples have, thus far, erred on the side of
too hasty a desire for reorganization, and a too generous con-
filence m every promise of social order, instead of having
shown the systematic distrust attributed to the revolutionary
doctrine by those whose worn-out claims will not bear dis-
cussion. There is more promise of political reorganization in
the revolutionary doctrine than in the retrograde, though it is
g):d supreme claim of the latter to be the safeguard of social

er.

Such is the vicious circle in which we are at ,
present confined. We have seen what is the mﬂgmm
antagonism of two doctrines that are powerless '
apart, and have no operation but in neutralizing each other.
They have lost their activity as preponderating influences, and
are seen now in the form of political debate, which they daily
direct by the one furnishing all the essential ideas of govern-
ment, and the other the principles of opposition. At shorter

VOL. II. c
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and shorter intervals, a partial and transient superiority is al-
lowed to the one or the other, when its antagonist threatens
. Out of these oscillations a third opinion has arisen,
which is constructed out of their ruins, and takes its station
between them. I suppose we must give the name of Doctrine
to this intermediate opinion, bastard and inconsistent as is its
character; for it is presented by very earnest doctors, who
urge it upon us as a type of the final political phllosoPhy
We must call it the Stationary Doctrine; and we see it,
virtue of that quality, occupying the scene of politics, among
the most advanced people, for above a quarter of a century.
Essentially provisional as it is, the Stationary school naturally
serves as a guide to society in preserving the material order,
without which a true doctrine could not have its free growth.
It may be necessary for our weakness that the leaders of this
school should suppose that they have a doctrine which is des-
tined to triumph ; but whatever benefits arise from their ac-
tion are much impaired by the mistake of supposing our
miserable transmon state a permanent type of the social con-
dition. The stationary polity not only contains inconsistencies,
but it is itself inconsistency erected into a principle. It ac-
knowledges the essential principles of the other systems, but
prevents their action. Disdainful of Utopias, it proposes the
wildest of them all ;—that of fixing society for ever in a con-
tradictory position between retrogradation and regeneration.
The theory serves to keep in check the other two philosophies;
and this may be a good: but, on the other hand, it helps to
keep them alive; and it is, in so far, an obstacle to reo
zation. When I present my historical review of society, 1 shall
explain the special assemblage of social conditions which gave
England her parliamentary monarchy, so lauded by the school
of mixed doctrine, but, in fact, an exceptional institution,
whose inevitable end cannot be very far oﬁ' When we enter
upon that analysis, we shall see how great is the error of philo-
sophers and statesmen when they have taken up a singular and
transient case as the solution of the revolutionary crisis of
modern societies, and have endeavoured to transplant on the
European continent a purely local system, which would be de-
prived in the process of its very roots: for it is an organized
Protestantism wlnch is its main spiritual basis in England.
The expectation attached to this single specious aspect of the
stationary doctrine will make a future examination of it im-
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portant ; and we shall then see how hopeless is the constitutional
metaphysics of the balance of powers, judged by that instance
which serves as the common ground of such social fictions. After
all the vast efforts made to nationalize elsewhere the stationary
compromise, it has never succeeded anywhere but in its native
land ; and this proves its powerlessness in regard to the great
social problem. The only possible result is that the mischief
should pass from the acute to the chronic state, becoming in-
carable by the recognition as a principle of the transient anta-
gonism which is its chief symptom. Its principal merit is that
it admits the double aspect of the social problem, and the neces-
sity of reconciling Order and Progress: but it introduces no
new idea; and its recognition amounts therefore to nothing
more than an equal sacrifice, when necessary, of the one and the
other. The order that it protects is a merely material order;
and it therefore fails in that fanction precisely in crises when
it is most wanted. On the other hand, this function continues
to be attributed to royalty, which is the only power of the old
polity that is still active: now, the balance which is instituted
by the stationary doctrine surrounds the royal power with
bonds that are always tightening, while declaring that royal
power to be the chief basis of the government. It is only a
question of time when the function of sovereignty, thus em-
barrassed, shall cease, and the pretended balance be destroyed.
This parliamentary polity serves the cause of progress no better
than that of order: for, as it proposes no new principle, the
restraints which it puts upon the revolutionary spirit are all
derived from the ancient system, and therefore tend to become
more and more retrograde and oppressive. An example of this
18, the restrictions on the right of election ; restrictions always
derived from irrational material conditions, which, being arbi-
trary in their character, 0ppre(slsland irritate, witl(;outfanswer-
g their proposed , and leave the multitude of the ex-
claded m\P;ch mompggmed than the small number of the
1vi are gratified.
Pl.Mleged'l'hereis no imeed to say more in this place of the mixed or
Stationary doctrine, which is, in fact, only a last phase of the
metaphysical polity. The reader cannot but see that a theory
20 precarious and subaltern, so far from being able to reor-
ganize modern society, can only regulate, by protracting, the
political conflict, and discharge the negative office of preventing
kings from retrograding and peoples from destroying. What-
c2







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































